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Printed for D. WI Is o x, at Plato's Head, in the Strand. 
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AK me I what is this mortal life? (I ery d) 
What changes croud the page of flitting Time = 

What dire reverſe of fate haue numbers try d-! 1 | 

What youth, what beauty wither din L ths prime |. _— 
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Hal deſtiny purſues, 99403 cidtwollst nallut of —_—_— 
And levels in the chace' with rapid wing n; 
10 in g b. Mues rs Bes 02 8 
„Equally vain the beggar and the king 
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Ah! OY is Fame te it of the great? + 
No ſolid pleaſure can ſhe e er beſtow ; 


If. juſh to Fyrth, tar Jyſtice come too 95 : 9 N 


Prompt is her malice, but her mercy flow --- 


1 on the mes Is1 4 . bank, 
es of fogh 


1 ; 
. in E atk ſighs the 


Tears adding water , N Ek 


A gloomy manſion open to the view, 
Diſeloſing horror, heightned by the ſhade; 
Where round the nodding walls the mournful yew - 
Points t to * vault where ROSAꝓꝰHꝛd was laid. | 


Where with her birds of nicht haggad and foul, 
In ſullen fellowſhip together dwell W 1 
The batt ambiguous, and ill omen d owl. 
Screaming t to emen ſwains a a knell ! 
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Intent I gaz'd, till terror, is abs ben 
Rear d a pale ſpectre from the yawning 3 

A faint deluſion of the murky night, 

Begot and bred in fancy 's fruitful womb l. 


Semblance of virgin elegance and grace, | 

The mimic ſhape in every part adorn' d; 
But wan and languid ſeem d the beauteous "Tai 
Which EL EN enyy'd, and which HENAV mom d 


Now gently gliding oer the hallow'd ground. 
Cloſeuby. my fide the phantom made a. ſtand, 

Piercing the night-ſtill'd air. An awful ſound! _ 
And chim'd- attention wich uplifted band. 


„ once was: bleſt with love's deluding jop. 
J alſo felt the worſt extreme of hate | i 
a And, can no length. of time (ſhe cry d) deſtroy, 
75 Remembrance of my love and of my fate? 
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« O had obliviow in her peaceful cell: , 
e Shrouded from every eye my — ring 3 
« That on the chifſel'd\ ſtone no verſe; might tell, 


« My cririe how great my puniſhment bow-juſt | 


« But WoopsTock's blooming: bowers {till main. 
« The ſcenes to te, Uf pleaſure, and f , 

2 And Gos Tb. 's walls perpetuate tlie ſtaiu, nzr 2 

My name reproaching, whilſt y grave they ſhew. 


„ O Wobbsroex; fitel long to be the ent 

e & Of all the charms that wit and beauty boaſt, 

&« The hero's guerdon, and his ſoft retreat, 
« Vielding content, in fields and ſenates loſt. 
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| = Thy glories now are level'd low in earth; 7 0119 + *? 
| "I longer beauty doth thy bow'rs/adorn q - . © 
| «© No more thy woods reſound the voice of mirth ; 3. 

« The laurel from thy vigor brow is ton! 


* 


&* But thou whoſe boſom foreign ſorrow heaves, 
&© Whoſe: eyes can ftream for anguiſh not thine own; 
& Whoſe heart the white rob d fu gitive receives, 
« When forc'd by awful rigor from her throne; 


« The ſcourge of vice, the good man's deſtiny, 

« The wreck of fortune, and the waſte of years; 
« The miſeries thou mourneſt thou ſhalt ſee, 

« Sad Conſolation, granted to thy tears,” 


Now on the ſummit of a cloud-built height 

Methought 1 ſtood; and from an opening glade 

With fault ring ray gleam'd forth a magic light, 
And round the plain in lambent circles play d. 


Sudden the ground with inbred motion ſhook, 
| A folemn murmur ruſtled thro the trees; 
And on the pebbled ſhore the ſurging brook 
Daſh'd angry waves, unconſcious of a breeze | : 
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Dædalian myſtery ! from the parted foil, 

3 A labyritith roſe to ſounds of melting note; 

| A moment's labor, mocking all the toil 

Of nations old, and monarchs long forgot. 


High over-arch'd in ſummer's gayeſt weed, 
Mzand'ring alleys form the wond'rous rhaze, . 
And puzzle moſt when beſt they ſeem to lead 

The untaught foot, that in their precincts ſtrays. 


Deep in a vale impetvious to all tread, © 
Save by a flower-hid path, a grotto ſtood; 
And ancient oaks their foliage round it ſpread, 
O — with their tops the veighb/Ying % wood, 


And nature fporting, with a laviſh hand 

This little ſpot i in gay profuſion grac d, 
With every wanton variation plan d, 
Luxuriant fancy yielding but to taſte. 
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Here on the brink of a pcllucid fiream, 

Circling in eddies ger its moſs-grown bed, 

Where ever and anon a quiv ring beam, 
Piercing the covert, on the ſurface play d: 


A Beauty lay, ſurpaſſing all the train 
Of virgin DzL1a, or IDaLlia's Queen; 
Or what of Dryads Poets ſweetly feign, 
On Ida, or Theſſalian Oeta ſeen. 


And by her fide a form imperial lay, 

With roſes, and with myrtle garlands crown'd ; 
The wither'd laurel caſt in ſcorn away, 
The pomp of war in Lydian meaſures drown d. 


The little Loves that flutter'd on the boughs, 

In grateſul bondage did their limbs entwine, 

And ſtrove to join them cloſer than their vows, 
With Woodbine ſweet, and twiſted Eglantine. 
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But weak all bonds when thoſe of beauty fail, 
The monarch ſated, left the flowery bed, 

Nor griev'd to ſee the maid his loſs bewail, 

| Nor mingled parting tears with thoſe the ſhed. 


Now ſwift advancing to the guilty bower, 
With frantic ſtep the injur'd Queen drew nigh ; 
And arm'd for vengeance ſeiz d the fatal hour, 
When all things ſlept but Rage and Jealouſy. - 


Each eager hand a deadly weapon fill'd, 

A pointed dagger, and a poiſon d bowl; 
My ebbing blood her mad demeanour chill'd, 
And anguiſh unallay'd poſſeſs d my ſoul, | 


Ah ftop, inhuman! with a fault'ring tongue, 

And inarticulate voice as in a dream 

I cry'd; and ftrait the rattling thunder rung, 
And livid lightnings in the welkin gleam |! 


No 
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No more the mazy grove, or bow'r appear d, 
But all around a waſte and barren plain; 
The ſcatter'd trees of leaves and branches bar d, 
And blanch'd by frowning winds and beating rain. 


And Murder ſhrieking hideous wander'd there; 
And ruthleſs Envy, and relentleſs Hate, 

With ſnaky locks, and ſhriveF'd -boſoms bare, 
Whilſt lurking Felons on their motions wait. 


But ſoon the Landſcape ſhifting like a cloud, 
To leſs ning diſtance bore the helliſh' crew; 
Now twang in fainter ſounds their yellings loud, 


Now vaniſh'd quite; a milder ſcene I view. 


Of checquer'd light and ſhade, a ſober dawn, 
| Faint thro the lin gering vapor did diſcloſe, 
A hamlet ſeated on an open lawn, _ 

And from each roof the pillar'd ſmoke 128 


For 
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For now with frequent challenge, had the cock 

His rival's menacing, awak'd the ſwain; 

Now in the pen impatient bleats the flock, 
And ruddy ſtreaks the horizon diftain, 


The crouching dog the moon no longer bays, 
But ſtreteh d ſupine upon the ſocial hearth 

He lies, rejoicing in the crackling blaze,. 
Whilſt ſlanting fun-beams dry the 'moiſt'ned earth. 


Whilft to the ſtrain of rural minſtrelſy, 
A band forth iſſuing to a neighb' ring hill 
Welcom'd the morn. with decent jollitj/, 
And all the air their youthful. carrols fill. 
With unskill'd hands a fimple crown they wove 
Of Veryain, and the never- fading Ba; 
And rais d a throne within a rude alcove,. 
To grace the Parent of the Britiſh lay. 


Old 
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Old Cnavces, who in rough, unequal verſe, 
Sung quaint alluſiun aud facetious tale; 
And ever as his jeſts he wou d rehearſe, 
Loud peals of laughter echo d thro' the vale. 


And eager gap'd the ruſtic liſt ning throng, 
And till their joy and laughter they renew ; 

And warlike Barons, ſoften d by the Song, 
From loud alarms to mute attention drew. 


But ſhort-liv'd pleaſure ſoon; to ſorrow cliang'd, : | if 
For melody a figh, for mirth a tear 3 

And now the ſwains in folemn order rang d, 
Surround the Bard extended on his bier. 


What tho ſucceeding Poets, as their fire, 
Revere his metn'ry, and approve his wit; 
Tho Srexcxr's elegance and Davpen's fire, 

His Name to ages far remote tranſmit ; 
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His tuneleſs numbers hardly now ſurvive, 
As ruins of a dark and gothic age; 
And all his blithſome tales their praiſe derive, 
From Pozs's immortal ſong, and Pzror's. 3 


Again, quick riſing thro the tuſted green, 
Turrets and lofty battlements aſcend; 

Trees half obſcuring columns, intervene, 

And real. boughs. with ſculptur'd fruitage blend. 


And arched: windows ſhine with torches clear, 
Soothing the wanderer. A deluſive home ! 

And buſy crouds of miniſters appear, | 
Decking with jocund haſte a feſtive. room. 


And now of ſprightly youths and damſels gay, 

A wanton bevy at the board was ſet, 

And all intent they ſeem'd on am'rous play; 
For kindling glances, kindling glances met: 


Their 
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Their ae fingers o'er the chorded ren 45 30 
With modulating touch the artiſts 1 e 

Purſuing ſtill to animate deſire, 
Strains that in — 5 gniinit T 
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And every cheek with deep ſufuſion gan; 7 
Denoting thought -inflarn'd, and troubled 1516 

And paſſion, in ſeducing fighs avow'd 

Mutual, yet ſtill by decency repreſt. 


But ſoon exceſs to madding riot bn 

Enſuing meaning jeſt, and licence bold; 

Till comely order | from the banquet' fled, | | 1 
Aſham'd the luſtful orgies to behold. 


A youth exalted high above the al, 12 4125 
In bad pre-eminence conſpicuous bons; | LR 

And blind ſubmiſſion to his lewd beheſt.. 
Uncival'd Jewdneſs from them all had won. | 
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And deeply was lie Aäilbd in anton lore; 4; 
| With fertile Cato bad 

To make impurer, fires jmpure-before, - 
| Tainting at once the inänmnerg and the n 


Pleaſing * youthful beiuty's aid, ws 1 
And: bland [corhplatency and winning: ene. 
And wit diffuſive tempting to perſuade, 

Maintain'd his pow'r, and held them in the toil, 


Ah! ly ſhould nature 10 an angel dre, 9 1001.4 
To lure witli eeming worth vnwary eyes, 

Conceal rank thoughes and groſs ebene, 

Too apt to poilow/wichour virtue's guiſe ? 


Pride of the country” Wen mwds and lier ſhame “ 


By every grace adorn d and muſe inſpir dz 
Thy early fall how-pitied ] and thy name.. 
How much deteſted, and how much admit di! 


— 


aA * ! Yet 
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Yet muſt unbiaſs d poſterity admit, 
For all; thou wrot'ſt and actedſt to * 1 191: 

Thy failings were the ages, but thy wit, 
Thy parts and dying penitence, thine .]. 


But now prevailing o'er the hubbub wil. 
The clanging trumpet kindles great acclaim ; - 

And all around are warlike trophies pibd. 

And crouds triumphant echo CHURCH1LL'S . 


And thronging genates in the glorious _ 125 
Repell d Oppreſſion, Liberty maintain'd, 1 
Accord with gratulant vote the loud . Aut nat! 
The faireſt prize by Britith valor gad. 


Who erſt implor'd, and ſoon obtain d relief, 
High-fated Monarchs gratefub homage pay, 

And fulgent honors cromn the matchleſ Ane 51 

And varſe harmonious, . never to decay : 
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And humbled Gallia kneels with diſtant ae,, 
| Her generals' baffled,” and her: watriors llain; 30% 
No more to diqtite but receive the la,, 
No longer to impoſe but war the chain. 


But venom'd Faction ſpreading o er the land. 

Joo ſoon forgets: the mighty debt to owe; , .. 
And Envy ſtretches out her lurid band; ue i bak 

The Victor's meed to blaſt and overthro www. 


And yet unkniſh'd ſtands the votive. dome 
By all his tail and all his danger bought: 

When juſt geſentment calls him far from home,, 
Reviſiting the fields where late he fought. Ark: yh | 


In vain auſpicious Bxzunswick's happy reign, 
Blunting the rane rous point of party ſtriſe, 
Reſtores the hero to his friends again 


— 


Too late to chear the dregs of lengthned life! 


o 
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The lofty column and the voice of praiſe,” > 


In vain proclaim” him great, and juſt, and e 


Tardy repentance Merit ill repays, 1 ee. 
Unheard, unheeded, in the ſilent grav§e rn 


In conqueſt equal, and alike in fate, 


Rome's mounting genius, godlike Scre1o ſtood; 


And prop'd*by/ worth and dignity innate 


Contemn'd the venal cenſure of the croud. 


Yet once again the viſionary ſcene; ext? tor 9 
Ductile, for ſorrow ſocial beauty yields $0525 at 


A temp'rate funſhine' and an air ſerene 7 


Foft ring the upland downs and level fields. 
. 


And tepid ſhowers bedew the frolic herd, 1 
Bounding in gameſome meaſure o'er the lea, 


With daiſies crimſon-tipt, and green parterr d, 
And ſbaddowing fragrance drops from every tree. 


z 
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The wide expanded proſpect gently elos d 
On viſto'd walks leading to high arcades; 

Each waving copſe in ſymmetry diſpos d, 
Points to the terras capt with colonnades. 


And more remote the cloiſter'd wings confine, 
In architecture elegant and juſt, | | 
A portal'd front where niches deep alle 

The marble ſtatue, and the gilded buſt. 


Unfolding wide the hoſpitable port 
On ready hinges, to the ſearching eye 

Reveals unblemiſh'd childhood's harmleſs ſporty, 
And placid parents ſtand delighted-by.. 


For here unmindſul of the call of ſtate, "Ol! 13; 1A 
The ſmile of favour, or the vaio of powerzʒ 
In tranquil pleaſure, even and. ſedate, 15 dish HAN 

Great Cnuscnl s leeir enjoy © + the waſting. ”_ 


And 
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And beaming rapture gliſtned on his brow, 
And glad dependants ſhare their patron's joy, 
No frowns their heart-bred tranſports diſallow, 
Debaſing worth in ſeryitude's alloy. 


Such charms hath innocence! ſuch virtues pride ! 
From ſtarry height her ſacred powers deſcend, 
The oariſh pomp of grandeur to deride, 
And giddy fortunes raſh decrees amend. 


A day he flouriſh'd in the peaceful ſoil, 
Another ſaw him on the hoſtile ſtrand, 
Guiding the thunders of the white- cliff d Ile, 
Ambition's waſtful rapine to withſland. 

To match his great Progenitor in war, 
Flate with hope, his generous bofom burns; 
But inauſpicious twinkled every ſtar, 
And heaven averted all his wiſhes ſpurns. 


Too 
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Too high "requeſt in Every: ſphere to ſnine 1 
In peace à Pattern; and a Chief in blocd; 
The Gods to each a ſeparate: path aſſign, 


But he alone is Great who's truly: God. 
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